[Hodgkin's disease. Etiopathogenic role of Epstein-Barr virus in Tarragona].
The aim of this study is to assess the proportion of Hodgkin disease (HD) expressing Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) in our area (Tarragona-Spain). A retrospective study was performed on paraffin embedded HD tissues from 49 patients to examine the presence of latent membrane protein (LMP-1) by immunohistochemistry and for EBER-1 in situ hybridization. Overall, EBV (EBER-1 and/or LMP positive) was expressed in 20 cases (40.8%). This percentage was higher, but not significant, in mixed cellularity, and significant higher in patients over 55 years old. No differences between sexes were observed. EBV is associated with 40.8% of HD in area of Tarragona.